
The SGMA Data Series
What to Collect, Why it Matters, and How to Use It

Session 4

Water Accounting
From Policy to Practice
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Data Management Under SGMA

Sustainability Local Control

Data Management



Building Your Data Picture



Hybrid: Digitizing Manual Workflows

Data Entry Issues

Process Inefficiencies

Data Quality 
Challenges

Compliance 
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Manual Collection

Less Staff Time
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Relational Database



Good Management is About Relationships

Good Management is About Relationships



Relational databases enforce links between different datasets.

SGMA Decisions Depend on Connections



Data and Policy



Projects and Management Actions

Supply Augmentation

On-farm recharge

Stormwater capture

Water banking

Surface water transfers

Demand Reduction

Fallowing

Incentive programs

Water efficiency programs

Pumping reduction plans



Water Accounting:
From Policy to Practice



The Water 
Ledger









Measuring Groundwater



Case Study: Bridging the 
Reporting Gap for Probationary Basins













Design for Where 
You Are Going

GSA Administrator View End-User View
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Questions? 
Tara Khan | tkhan@mljenvironmental.com 

Robert Cima | rcima@mljenvironmental.com 

mailto:tkhan@mljenvironmental.com
mailto:rcima@mljenvironmental.com
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